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Economic Relations Between Libya and Chad

(1835- 1911)

The Introduction:

As it has been documented by many historical resources such as
inscriptions .and excavations in Sahara, the relations between
Libya and Chad is deeply- rooted in history and extended to
before Christ ages . Thesc relations continues up to Islamic era
which witnessed new trends starting with Islam spreading inside
African content through Isiamic heralds and trade caravans who
played a momentous role in consolidating such relations.

Unlike relations prevailed at the dawn of Islam in the area, the
contemporary relations shaped in new forms of links. Coming 10
Libya in 1551 the Ottomans consolidated their political and
cconomic relations with sultans of Chadian Kingdoms. In
addition to that, Libyans migrating o Chad and their setting
there contributed in social amalgamation which lead 10 tmore
developed economic relations.

The geographical location of Libya has an important role in
developing relations berween Libva and Chad. Libva is the
nearest north African counties to Chad with easy channels of
communication though valleys and oases extended between the
two countries. Such facts explain the flourishing of economic
relation particularly in time of political stability which supported
and strengthened such relatjons,

Here it is necessary to show that the temporary political
territories of  Libva was given this name after the Iialian
invasion n 1911, Within the historical scope of this study, it
was known as West Tripoli Region (Wilizia) and Benghazi
Province (Mutsarifa) and so the namow name indicates here to
Tripoli city, however its geographical indication includes the

1



entire Libyan territories. So T have suggesied the title of this
study to be (Economic Relations Between Libva and Chad
(1835- 1911) instead of Relations Between West Tripoli Region
and Chad (1835- 1911)

The subject of this study is very important to understand the
development of relations between the two peoples in Libya and
Chad and the effect of each on the other. It is also important to
understand the nature of refations resuited from the geographical
location of Libya which is considered a nessential gate to Chad
through history. And hence the relations continued between the
two countries even in the course of the most gloomy periods.
Considering the importance of such relations , Ottoman sultans
of Libya saw inevitability of upholding and promoting them
with Chadian Sultans. Upholding relations was a solution to
some economic crisis happened in certain periods.

Anyhow the most important reasons for selecting this subject
can be summarized in the following points:

- There are many previous studics which handied the historical
relations between Libya and Chad, but the course of such
studies was broad and extended in some of these studied 1o
include more than a century making a kind of imbrications and
overlapping of historical periods.

- Studying African history being one of my own interest heside
availabitity of some historical documents related to the study,
encouraged the researcher to select this subject,

The problem of the study:
This study is trying to answer the following questions:

- What is importance of the geographical location of Libya
and its effect on communicating relations with Chad?.



- What is the importance of geographical and strategic
location of Chad in penetrating to African heart?

- How were political relations between Libya and Chad at
the specific ume of this study? What is impact of political
relations on economic relations of the two countries?

- How were the economic conditions in the two countries?

- What were the economic resources and activities and what -
was their role in activating inter-trade between the two
countries?

- How were the economic relations between Libya and Chad
(desert caravan trade)?

- What were the most important routes for trade caravans?

- How were they organized?

- What were the most important trade sales and goods?

- Who the most prominent figures of trade?

- What were the most important trade centers of the two
couniries?

- What was the effect of the French- Britain completion in
Libya on caravan trade between Libya and Chad?

- What efforts made by France to change caravan trade from
Libya to Tunis and Algeria?

Previous studies:

Here are some studics which enhanced some aspects
relaved to our study:

Ahmed Saed al-Faytouri, Libya and the caravan trade,
1972,

Saed Abd alrahman al-Hindeeri, Relations between Libya
and Chad, 1842-i1970, 1983.

Beside writings of foreign travelers in Sahara counties
such as Travels in Sahara for James Richard
Rodson, 1993,

The methods of the Study




To verify the hypotheses of this study, and in addition 1o
comparative and descriptive methods, we followed analytical
historical method setting forth certain historical events and
analyzing such events,

The Structure of the study:

Beside the introduction and the conclusion, this study is
composed of four chapters , the list of references, and appendix.

Chapter one enhances the Geographical location and the
political situations in the two countries,

chapter two takes up Economic resources and activities and
their role in caravan trade.

Chapter Three deals with The desert caravan trade between the
two countries,

Chapter four: studies The French- Britain completion in Libya
and its effect on the caravan trade

The conclusion



Firstly: The study showed the importance of geographical
location of Libya that granted a vital role in 'gmwing trade
movement between the north and south Sahara countrics, The
Sahara has never been a restrain or a roadblock between the two
regions. Trade inter-change between L.ibya and Chad proves this
fact.

Secondly: Geographical vicinity and climatic similarities of
southern Libyan and northern Chadian areas and their mutual
nced for each, contributed in consolidating social, economic and
political relations through trade caravans. The southern regions
of Libya contributed in removing Chadian isolation from the
rest of the world countries at the same time Chad ever
represented a strategic security depth for Libya that any threat to
Chad is consider a threat to Libyan national security.

Thirdly: For their distinguished location Libyan cities and trade
centers have played attentive role in strengthening craven trades
and activating trade movement between the two countries,
Libyan oases the pulsing heart that linked economically Libyan
area 1o Chadian area. These cities carried on their message till
the end of nineteenth century,

Fourthly: Despite political instability both including political
upheavals, rebellions, mutinies, and civil wars. the relations
proved to be warm and cordial between the two countries.

Fifthly: Economic relation berween the north and the south
being the core other relations plaved important role in
maintaining such relations.

Sixthly: The study explained that there were trade houses
organizing caravan movements between north and south and
providing them with goods, camels and all other requirements,
For the safety of those caravans and 1o maintain security of



sales, the leadership of the caravans was being granted to an
EXpert person.

The study Affirmed that , the commen exchanging currency in
Libya and Chad and particularly in Libyan oases was an
indicator to the strength of economic relations between the two
countries.

Seventhly: This study explained that trade caravans were being
confronted with burglary and tribal robbery and were compelled
to pay tributes and bribes to on road tribes such as Tuareg tribes.

Eighthly: The study showed the variety and diversity of sales,
the role of camels in caravan trades, and the | importance of trade
centers in each country,

Ninthly: the study proved that the essence of conflict between
France and Britain consuls on Libvan lands was due to
geographical location of Libyan and its influence on trade traffic
to towards inner areas of the African Content,

Tenthly: The study explained the importance of desert caravan
trade and its returns to Quoman treasury, So France tried 1o
change this trade towards Tunis and Algeria and made
agreements with Ghadamis traders to change their trade
movement towards Tunis or Algeria whlch were under French
influence.

Twelfth: French efforts to change direction of trade caravans to
Europe through Atlantic Ocean wrm down  trade movement
between north and south Sahara countries. Indeed the colonizers
had not contented with the distraction of trade roads, but they
left behind  artificial political territories which divided the
population of the Sahara to different countries to tear all ties of
relations which prevailed for centuries.
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