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Prelace

Since its establishment in the Arab peninsula | the first Islamic nation strengthened its
relations with its neighbors . after spreading the Islamic culture all over the world . the Umayyad
state . that preceded the st Islamic n;,uion followed its steps, and it had a great deal in this ficld
especially in north and south of African continent which known then as the Islamic conquest .
that lead to the merging of Islamic and African peoples . and lead to formation of [slamic slates
and groups . this happencd at the time of Moawsa ben Abu soufian who sent the Arabic
conqueror Ckba ebn Nafee to spread Islam  and its culiure to western Sudan . that lead to
formation of the Fulani tribes as a result of mergence between Arab Islamic army with Moslems
of south west Africa . .

Islam hzu; put its frrst routes in Northern Africa known as Mughreb | therefore its culture
where stronger than in the southemn regions , especially during the 3 hegira — 11® A.corian
where many Islamic seets appeared | as Almoravide | where its first establisher Abdullah Ibn
Yassin traveled to western Sudan |, established a branch , and started calling on people 10 follow
Islam and teaching Arabic language and Quran . this resulted in commercial and cultural
solidarity between Maghrib Arab and western Sudan |

This is what really happened . especially after the fall of the pagan state of Ghana and the
formation of Islamic Kingdom of Mali instead . and they formed the lslamic centers which 100k

the role of commercial and cultural mediator between Maghrib Arab and Eastern Sudan.

A- Importance of Study ;

The study of commercial and culwral relaijon between the Maghtib Arab aﬁd gastern
sudan considered as one of the most important subjects . that still need accurate and developed
researches | especially if the researcher had the means of field visits . nevertheless . the researcher
hopes that she were able 10 show some of the historical facts that proved the commercial and

cultural relations between the two countrics

B- Reasons for choosing this subjeet :
Many reasons made the researcher 1o choose this subject
1= The study of commerciol and culweal relations between the twe counties . during middle ages

with & new view _strenglhens the continuity between Moslems more deeply and inclusively
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2- Wishing to deal willl subjects relaled 1o Moslem Arab life of the Mauaghriby Arab in the middl
ages . and the beginning of his social mergence . which started by the spreading of islam . wher
the Moslem merchant dealt friendly with the black merchant in western Alrica . although , it
preliminary motives were 1 gain money , but lead spontaneously to the spreading of islam their .
3- lack of studies specialized in proving the commercial and cultural relations berween Maghril

and eastern Sudan at the mentioned period of time .

C- Reasons of chooxing the time period :

The time period chosen between 8% — 10™ hegira 7 14% - 16 A corian . for the following
T2A5075 |
1- Fall of the state of the pagan state of Ghana by Almuravides , und the rise of Islamic Kingdon
of Mali instead.
2- This period is one of the most prosperous periods commercially and culturally betweer

Maghrib and Eastern Sudan countrics.

D- Aim of Study :
This study aims at answering many questions as :
1- Arc the environment and the demographic factors considered as cne of the preliminany
motives , which participated in 1ying the general relation between the Maghnb arab and the
Eastern Sudan ?
2- What are the most imminent faciors that helped in erystallizing commercial and cultural ties
between the owo countries .
3- What are the most important commercial and cultural centers inside the Maghrib and castern
Sudan . and weather it had a role in strengthening relations between them ?
4- How did the cullural classes like sciemists and religious scientists helped in enriching the
Islamic Iibranes with many Arab Africon books ?
5- what are the commereiul and cultural effects that appeared clearly in Sudan countries .
E- The fellowed Method :

In this study | the tesearcher some times followed the methodelogy of relating events
and e vdher tmes foflowed the analyzing . and comnparing nicilbodotogy accerding o e needs

of the researche.
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F- Study problems :
In prepaning this research . The researcher faced many problems as :

I- Most of the Writings that she made use were not limited to the time limit in relating the subjec
. for example when she wanted to write about the commereial caravan roLts that the merchant
fellowed , she found that the references were old . and since the commcrcia‘i routs are changin
from time to ime | there fm.re . the writer must take this into account .

2- Some of writers al the seientific centers . who had wide expericnces and great potentials | dic
not care about what the researchers are SuETeﬁng from , and did not help him in finding solution:

to problems , this lead to meapacite of many studies.

G- previcus studies :

The previous studies are Important concerning the universily researches . especially ir
higher studies . they show to researcher the most important events duri ng that time | and knowny
the time period of writing . therefore the researcher relied on many of them | as :

1- Islamic capitals in western Africa between the 16™ and 17" A.corian centuries |
unpublished doctorate theses | in the African studies institute Cairo . 1939 . Ahmid Fotooh
Abdeen | it dealt with relations between Arab counties in east and north of  Africa , and the
effect of its prosperous culture on western Sudan countries | it dealt with the last century of this,
study . which had many proofs of commercial and culiural relations between the (wo countries |
3- Arab Islamic effect in western Sudan betwern the 14™ and the 16™ centuries . Arruad
house , Beirut , 1996 Emter Saad Ghuith | this book is very accurate and conclusive »and relates
incidents in a definite perod of time | its one of the rare conternporany books | the researcher
benefited of many of its subject especially chapter five.

3- the Sympostum of culiural and social continuity between the African countries on the 1o sides
of the Sahara . Faculty of Istamic Call , Tripoli . 1998 . a group of professors . the SVITIPOS LM
contained a lot of valuable articles . most of the subject that it deali with ts inside the timely
framework of this study | alse its one of most valuable symposiums which the researcher needs
that deal with the African Arabic relations in general |, becanse it shows the concem of the Arabic

writers of the eastern side of the Atrican continent and the culieral solidariy among them .
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4-The Islamic Aral culture and its offeel on Western Sudan ., during the 10™ and 11"
Hegira 16™ and 17" A.corian centuries . the Islamic orbit House . Beirut . 2005 | Emter Saad
Ghaith Ahmed . this book has important and valuable informiation , that deal with the eultural
eifect by the Arab [slumic culture of the Eastern lslam and north Africa on the eastern Sudan
countries | the author visited the Eastern Sudan and took the information from its original spurces
. which are many* of Sudanese documents and manuscripts . the researcher benefited from this

book in his study until the fifth chapter.

-’

11- Study of research references : .« “

The researcher . in this study |, benefited from many important documents , manuseri pis . -
and references as follows :

I- Document :

one of the most important documents mentioned in this study . some correspondences
between the nwo countries their contents flrm‘es the strong relations between them :

u- A letter from Hadj Atdurmahman 1bn Elhadj Ali from Ttmbuktu to 1ssa Thn Ehmed Elgudamsi
explaining the importance of camels as one of the ransportation means between them.

b- A document at the center of Ali Baba Eitimbukti showing the overcrowdness of Timbukty
with people of Sudan and Maghreb . and it shows the extent of mergence of the two people

2- Manuscripts :

The researcher benefited from a small number of them | like the writtings of Ahmed Baba
Ettimbukti as:

a- The masterpiece of virtuous about some of virtues of religious scientists .

b- What the narrators told about the companionship of rulers ( 997 hig. [. 1588 a.c. ).

¢- Jewels of best khalifas and kings .

The auther is one of the best scientific personalities who Hved in last century of this study |
and one of the most important Lastern Sudan anthors who traveled to Maghrib , and tied rclations
ol two nations .

In addition to other manuscripts . like { waming of brother about the situation Sudan land)
by Mohammed Othman lbn Moharmmed Ibn Othmen Fidi . which is one of the most imperant
manuscripts which benefited 1he study in its enflural side . its divided into seven rhz{piers all ol
which talking about the western Sudan eountiies . its people and rulers . the auther henelited of

the foerth chapter . and in the sixth chapter there 3s the will of sheik Mohammed 1ba Abdelkarim

132




Elmughele Lttelmusani . one of the eminent men of Maghrib w Abi Abdullah Mohammed Ben
Yacoub Lhe sultun of Kanu | this is one of the proofs of cultural transfer from Maghrib Arab to

Western Sudan.

3- Published recourses : as
u- The geographic recourses amd trips : B

the geographic resources participated in richening this study | its important in relating
some information in the preliminary chapter | like :
1- photo of the carth by 1bn Hawkil ( died 367 hig / 977 a.c. )
2- Rowts and Kingdoms by Estakhri . one of the eminent men of 4V hegira / 107 A corian { died
350 hig. /98l ac ).
3- Best divisions do know the regions , by Almakdissi , died { 387 hig. / 997 a.c. )
4- The wonderful in mentioning Africen countries and Maghrib |, By Albakri ( died 487 hig. {
1164 a.c)
3-The longing stroll in penetrating the horizons by Aledrissi, emenet of ( 393-460 hig, / 1160-
1164 a.c)

Books of voyages :

L- Ibn Battuta voyage . named : masterpiece of lookers in strange regions and wonderful voyages
. by Abdullzh Mehammed 1bn Batta  died 779 hig. / 1377 a.c) . in which the last part desenbes
the vovage of author to Eastern Sudan year { 753 hig. / 1352 a.c} . and wrote its incidents since
his arrival WL his retumn to Maghrib , in which he mentioned the commercial . cultural | and social
ties between the to regions | -

2- Deseriplion of Africa . by Elhassan 1bn Mohammed Elwazan ( died 944 hig. 7 15337 2.¢. } it has
two parts . in the first @ description of the Maghrib Arab . und the second mentioned 2 lot of
western sudan regions . with mention of some Maghrib and Sudinese habits and eustoms it is
very important book  because he wrote down what he experienced in person | and he visited the
Eastern Sudan twice . the first { 919 hig. / 1313 ac. ) . and the second {921 hig. / 1515 a.c. }_ the
pertod where the Islamic Sengai state was prosperous . the researcher benefited from this
tmpottant resource in the study in general | especially when mentioning the most impartant

commereial sl cultural centers o the two countrics




b= The Mistoric resotirees | as

|- preachment and the council of Mubtada and khabar in history of Arab , Foreigners and Barber
and the great sultans . by ibn Khaldon ( died 808 hix. 7 1405 ac ) . one of the eminent men of 8%
hig / 14® a.c. century , this book contains 7 parts , the first titled introdwection in which he put
definitions of history and its important as a branch of wisdom . it also contained many valuable
information sbout Arab culture and their governing regimes . | benefited from this book . and
from seme definitions concerning Maghnb and westem Sudan . and knowing the climale
ciccumstances in the region |, also . I benelited from information conceming political relations
between rulers of the bwo countnes. '

- 2- History of Sudan . by Abdurahman Essadi ( died 1066 hig. f 1635 a.c. ), this s one of the most
importanl Sudanese publications which close all gaps of researcher in Arabic African relations
since the establishment of the Islamic state of Mali uatil the Mughrib Rule of Eastern Sudan | this

resource was used in different places in study , form 2™ to 5™ chaprers .

C- Translution booky ;

Translation books are important in studying the cultural situations of some scientists in
the bwo couniries , and what they accomplished as :
1- obtain of joy by embroidery of silk garment . by Ahmed Baba Ettimbukti ( died 1037 hig. /
1627 a.c} . contains two parts , for translution of scientists concerned with religious and Arabic
studies . its characterized with exactness of information . the author of this baok is one of the
most important cultural personalities of Sudan , we benetited from this beok in the 4™ chaprer .
2- Fath Eshakour in Knowing the eminent religious scientists in Takrour , by mohammed ibn
Abibaker Essidik Elbertli { died 1219 hig. / 1808 ac. ), a very important book , because it
contains a preat number of scientists approximately two hundred and nine |, they settled in Africal
behind the desert from { 1056-1216 hig / 1650-1800 a.c ), in which he mentioned the date and
place of birth of these scientists | in addition to their daw of death |, and names of their teachers .
and some of their publications . and their journeys ., they were arranged alphabetically | we
benefited from this book in 4" chapter . where we mentioned translations of some Olama and
their cultural role in tying relations between Maghrib and western Sudan | like for example

Abmied Czzaroug Elfassi . and Makhloul 1 Saleh [bn Al Blbabel; |
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4- Arabic references :

Arabic references considered as the most important references that 1 benetited from . its

importance goes back to the fact that most of their publishers aimed mainly at showing the facts
and making their comparisons & checking the information . depending on most important
document & manuscripts . and removing any ambiguity |
a- 1slamie Maliun Kingdom , und its relation to northern Africa most i}npurtunt centers from (13-
15 ac ) century by Elhadi Elmabrouk Eddali . 2001 , this bock deals with some valuable
information abeut Svdanese and Arab countries , and explaining some political & cullural
comparisons between them . in this book the author depended on a lot of manoscripts &
resources in addition to field visits to study sites . also |, he is considered as concerned with study
of Arab African relations .:the researcher benefited 2 lot of this book from second chapter until
the end of study.
b- Tunbakt city since its origin until entrance of Saadieen , unpublishcd Masters thesis . Cairo
university . 1406 hig. / 1986 a.c , by Walid Nassr Mohamed Ettokhi . considered as one of
important thesis that the researcher benefited from to fill the gaps in 3™ chapter in subject of
Sudanesc commercial centers , the study contained also , \many other important resourses &
references , listed in the Tist of resources & references.

The study divided into a preface & fife chapters as follows ;

- The first chapter : a geographic & demographic glance about both Maghreb arab and weslemn
Sudan ., this chapter includes the geographic location of the two countries with a climate clance |
which had a clear impact on the  on facilitating the tying of two countries in addition to the
participation of the two big tribes and their role . A

- Second chapter : The factors that helped in erystallizing the commercial & cultural 1ies between
the Maghrib and western Sudan.

This chapter dealt with many facters tha sirengthened the relations of the two countries |
like political , religious . and social factors | also . dealt with commerce and its means & routs.

- Third chapter : commercial relations belween Maghric arab and western Sudan >

This chapter dealt with the commercial side . where the auther mentioned the most
imyportant comunercial centers between the two countries , which had a roll in tving commercial
wpertions between the Maghrib & Sudanese merchonts including commercial goods between

them.




- Fourth chapter : cultural relutions between Maughrib arab and western Sudin .

This chapter dealt with eultural events & extent of relations between the two countries |
and that this relation buill by a group of scientists of Maghrib and western Sudan . in this chapter
the author concentrated on the most imporiant scientists who iraveled between the two countries .
The chapter included also some cultural centers that played clear roles in enriching the two

countrics scientifically and culturally .

- Fifth chapter : The impact of Maghrib arab Islamie culture on western Sudan.

In this chapter | mentioned the most important results of commercial and culiural
relations . which include choosing. the kings and ways of appointing them | also the Maghrib
ruling system reached western Sudan , also war , fiscal and administration svstems | in addition 1o
legal system.

The social impact is also one of the most important impacts of Maghrib on Sudon . the
family system and the applying of the Shariaa is a good example of this . we mention also ¢lothes
and food who reached western Sudan , and helped in uniting the living standards.

The cultural side has its own prints and effect on people of western sudan , because of the
mergence of Arabic and regional accents . the researcher showed here the African accent in
English to show clearly the accent to whomever wishes to know the mergence of the 1wo cultures
, the educational methods helped greatly in this.

This chapter included also the ways to celebrating the religious occasions |, and how the
building arts of Magrib arab reached there | in addition 10 the commercial impact ., and the

appearance of new precise and legal ways in dealing between the two countries
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