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ABSTRACT

Immigration and its Relationship to some changing Social Values: a
field study of Kufrah community:

The purpose of this studv is to {ind out if immigration into Kufrah
has any relationship with the changing social values now common
among the local inhabitants. The study thus aimed to find out if any
sigmficant relationship exists between the changing social values -
dependent variables, economic changes, customary and tradition
changes, and crimc wave on the one hand, and independent variable,
immigration. Immigrants into Kufrah identified in the study arc
categorized as external immigration; this means non-Libvan from
withoul Libya who live and work in Kuftuh. This group lives among
the natives of Kufrah and spread over a number of districts which
make up the area and theoretical population of the study. Obtained
statistics put the current population of Kufrah at 28, 000 inhabitants.
Irom this population, we targeted five districts: Jeuf, New Bezeima,
Tulab and Haware. Using the simple random sampling technique,
we selected a mixed sample of 281 people.

Adter a substanlive review of related literature within the sociological
attributes identified as sociul change, social economy, social
interaction and interaction, cultural consumption and criminology,
the research problem was betier understood . To investieate the
problemn, three test research hyvpotheses were put forward then tested :
Null Hypothesis | : There is a significant stavistical relationship
between fmmigration and economic empowerment of the Kufrah
WomaH .
Null Hypothesis I : There is a significant statistical relationship
between immigration and changes in castoms and tradition in
Kufrah .
Null Hypothesis [l : There iy a significant statistical relationship
between inumigration and the rive in crime wave in the Kufral
COMRLILLY |

The Mixed survey method (questionnaire and interview) was used
Lo collect the data the tested the three statistical hvpotheses .

The instrument iterns - by their qualitative and quantitative nature,
helped gather data. In all, 33 instrument questions were asked .



These directly addressed the three hypotheses related to the
independent variables .

‘The validity of the instrument - as established through expert check
and re-checked, ensured their content validity. '
After the validation of the survey instrument, a few of the sample
questionnaires and interview questions were administered in pilot
study on a selected number of classmates and friends from the Kufrah
municipality. This pilot population did not form the 281samples. In
effect, the instrument was valid cnough to test the three statistical
hypotheses.

After retricving the questionnaire, they were analyzed using the

statistical analyzing programme (SPSS).
The findings from the survey are outstanding:

The statistical decision - after the analysis led to the rejection of afl
three null hypotheses and retaining of the aliernative hypotheses.

We red a strong signiflicance level; 0.05.

This gave room for us to draw a catcgorical statistical decision, there
15 a statistical relationship between immigration into Kufrah and
changing social values among the Kufrah inhabitants.

The findings reveal a good number of facts resulling from
ymmigration into Kufrah:

1) the Kufrah woman has becn empowered to 1ake up office jobs in
fields other than in the teaching and healih sectors .

2) Kufrah marriage customs have been changed; voung men have -
more than ever before, resorted to the liberty of choosing their brides
unlike the imposition traditton of the past .

3) there has been a mark change in dressing trends in the Kufrah
natives — they have copied and worn traditional dresses norinally
wormn by other non-Libyan Arab immigrants living in Kufrah

4) there Libyan Arab vernacular has been influenced due to the
linguistic interference from immigrant accents .

5) Libvan foodwayvs have experienced and welcomed new varicties
and changes resulting from copying immigrant dishes .

6} 1he Libyan (Kufrah) woman has been influenced to take up public
outings like visiting cvber cafes just like most immigrant women do .
7) there has been o change in funcral ceremonies; condolences have
been performed at funeral grounds unlike at the home — like was the
case in past Kufrah customs and .



8) there has been a rise in crime wave in Kufrah; drug abuse and
aicohol production and consumption, stealing, smuggling,
prostitution and spread of sexually transmissible discases like .
HIV/ATDS and Hepatitis .
Findings from the field survey have led us to forward some
recommendations deemed necessary to eliminating the disadvantages
of immigration on Kufrah social values as well as upholding its
advantages. The Libvan government should do the following:

1} cheek and regulate illegal immigration into Kulrah .

2 Y protect the Libyan women married to foreigners from cultural
assimilation and risk exposure .
3 ) restructure the Libyan law and order sector lo tackle the
increasing crime wave within the community.

The Libvan higher education ministty and universities should
encourage research into all fields of sociclogy related (o the probiem
of migration, and cstablish a robust socio-cultural observatory 1o
ensure immigration does not affect social wvalues n Kufrah
negatively.
‘The study was the first of its kind in Libya and Kufrah .

The findings are a signal for the Libyan stakeholders to better address
the negative impact from immigration and the promotion of the
positive ones .

We can for sure trust, the findings and recommendations made will
be of benefit to both the people of Kulrah in particular and Libvans in
general, and the immigrant communities as well .

The studv was such a mile stone 10 be taken seriously .
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